
 

From the Principal 

 

Welcome back to another wonderful year of learning. It has been lovely to chat with so many parents in the yard 

before school every day, and to catch up with the students and listen to their tales of adventure from the holiday 

break. 

I’d like to extend a big welcome to our new families, those who are beginning their journey with us as new 

Foundation parents and those who have newly joined our community with children in Years 1 – 6. The new 

families’ morning tea, held on the first day of the school year, was well attended and some new friendships were 

begun between people new to our community. 

I’d also like to welcome our new and returning staff members Sarah Barclay, Kallee Ruscoe, Caitriona Goldsworthy, 

Marion Maxted and Jenna McKenna. You can read a bit about them further in the newsletter. 

 

Lunch Clubs 

This year we have added lunch clubs to our schedule, with a different lunch club being held each day in the second 

half of lunch time. Students are welcome to attend any of the clubs each day, on a regular or one-off basis. This 

term’s lunch clubs are:  

 
 

Student Leaders 

This week I met with our Year 6 student leaders to hear their ideas about what leadership means to them, what 

improvements they think our schools needs and what types of events they would like to organise for the students 

this year. The leaders had lots of great ideas, which they will share in the newsletter over the rest of this term. In 

March, the student leaders will head into Melbourne for the Primary School Young Leaders Conference, where they 

will hear from inspirational speakers and begin to develop their own 

leadership action plan. 

Congratulations to the 2023 student leaders 

School Captains: Sienna K, Rhett B, Ema G and Ivy C 

Red House Leaders: Ruby G and Seth M 

Blue House Leaders: Maggie F and Benji B 

Green House Leaders: Ruby M and Bailey I 

Yellow House Leaders: Georgia M and Flynn R 

 

 

School Council  

In the next newsletter, the school council will be calling for nominations from people who would like to be on 

school council in 2023. It is a great opportunity to help shape the direction of the school, have input into the school 

buildings and grounds improvements, oversee the OSHC and canteen contracts and raise funds for the school. It is 

also a way to share community views and understand school surveys and how they are used to improve the school. 

Keep an eye out for the nomination information in the next newsletter and via Compass. 

Monday  Book Club / Library 

Tuesday  Lego 

Wednesday  Chess 

Thursday  Music 

Friday  Netball 
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From the Principal continued 
 

Buildings and Grounds Sub-committee 

This year we have re-established the Buildings and Grounds Sub-committee, to help focus on and prioritise which 

buildings need repairs and areas of the yard for maintenance and improvements. We are sourcing grants to bring 

funds into the school for this purpose, and have just applied for a DET grant to establish an outdoor classroom 

next to the kitchen garden, add more tables and chairs to other outdoor areas and replace two televisions in 

classrooms. We will let you know if we are successful in receiving this grant – fingers crossed! 

If you would like to join the Buildings and Grounds Sub-committee, we would love to have more community 

members with expertise or interest in landscaping, drainage solutions, minor building works and applying for grants. 

Anyone can join a subcommittee, and they have an elected school council member who reports back to school 

council regularly.  

 

2023 Specialist Subjects 

This year we are running a range of specialist subjects for our students, in line with the Victorian Curriculum. These 

subjects were chosen by the staff through our consultative process, taking into consideration the expertise of our 

staff and to meet the mandated curriculum standards for PE and Science. 

Physical Education – James Fedoruk 

Performing Arts – Brigid Krohn 

STEM – Stacey Griffith 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden (Year 3/4 students) – through STEM 

Visual Arts – classroom teachers as a specialist subject 

Library – Sally Curmi 

Auslan - Class teachers with Jenna 

 

Parking and Drop-off zone 

As we settle back into school and work routines, mornings and afternoons can feel a bit rushed. Please make sure 

you are only parking in designated parking bays along the service road, and a reminder that there is no parking in the 

drop-off zone.  

Please keep all our students and community members safe by driving slowly around the school zone, using 

designated crossings and not calling children to walk between parked cars – they are very hard to see for other 

drivers. 

 

Who do I contact at school? 

Most of the time when you have a question or concern about your child’s academic, social or emotional progress 

the first person to speak to is their classroom teacher. They spend the most time with your child and are best placed 

to share information with you and develop plans to support your child. If you need further support about more 

complex student wellbeing needs our assistant principal, Amelia, is the person to contact. She will work in 

conjunction with the classroom teacher, parents/carers and the student to find out what is going on for your child 

and develop a plan of support. If you have a concern about school policy, procedure or feel an issue you have raised 

with the classroom teacher and Amelia has not been resolved, please make an appointment to see me.  

 

Warm regards,  

Sally (Principal) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CAITRIONA GOLDSWORTHY - 5/6C 

Hi everyone, my name is Caitriona Goldsworthy and I am very excited to be teaching at RCPS this 
year. I am a highly experienced teacher and previous school leader who specialised in Literacy. I love 
classroom teaching and especially teaching upper school students. I live in Sunbury and have 2 children 
named Alice and Elliot and a husband named Darren. I also love sport and have played netball for 
Macedon FNC and played women's football for Sunbury Lions way back when women's footy was not 
so cool! Ha! I have loved my first week here at RCPS and cannot wait to see what the year brings and 
the growth my students in 5/6C can make!  

SARAH BARCLAY - 5/6B 

Hello RCPS community, 

For those of you I haven’t yet met, my name is Sarah Barclay and I am returning to RCPS 
after having last year off on family leave. I am very excited to be back and looking forward 
to being part of the fantastic 5/6 Team. As a teacher, I am passionate about creating a warm 
and engaging environment where my students feel safe to take risks and develop into   

confident and curious learners.  

I have recently moved to Gisborne and I have loved seeing a lot of you around the community. When I am not 
teaching, I love spending time with my family and friends and being outside.  

KALLEE RUSCOE - 1/2D 

Hello, my name is Kallee Ruscoe and I am very excited to be joining our Riddells Creek Primary 
school community this year. I live in Gisborne with my husband and three children and am ac-
tively involved in many sporting clubs within our Macedon Ranges community. I have a love of 
education myself, holding degrees in Science, Early Childhood and Primary education, and am 
passionate about creating engaging and effective learning environments for students to develop a 
desire to become life-long learners.   I am really looking forward to meeting all our Riddells Creek 
Primary school families and am excited to see what this year brings. 

MARION MAXTED - 5/6D 

I’m Marion Maxted. I’ve lived in the Macedon Ranges area for 12 years on a sheep and cattle 
farm. I have two children, aged 8 and 10. Before I became a teacher, I worked for a software com-
pany in a support role, and for a pump company looking after spare parts. I’d like to thank the  

Riddells Creek Primary School community for such a warm welcome and I look forward to a great 
year ahead. 

JENNA MCKENNA - AUSLAN 

Hi everyone, 

I am so excited to be a part of the Riddells Creek Community. 

I’m Jenna and I am the Auslan support staff member. I was born and raised deaf, I have 
three children. I can’t wait to see the signing achievement this year at Riddells Creek Primary 
School. 

 



 

 

Welcome to our new Foun-
dation students!  

We are having so much fun 
learning the routines of 

school. 



 



 

We have started our class novel 'The Grand Genius Summer of 
Henry Hoobler'  

by Lisa Shanahan. We made and drew our 'ultimate bikes'. 

In STEM the Year ¾ students have been practising safe knife skills to be awarded their knife 

license as part of the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.  The purpose of 

the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation is to   introduce pleasurable food ed-

ucation to children during their learning years, in order to form positive food habits for life. If 

you are interested in volunteering in the Year ¾ Kitchen Garden Program, please email 

stacey.griffin@education.vic.gov.au and register your expression of interest. Volunteers will 

need to hold a current WWCC and be available on a Tuesday morning between 9-11am. 

 

In 5/6, the students have been learning about why STEM learning matters and how people 

in these occupations contribute to society. Students have been introduced to Google Keep 

as a note-taking tool to organise their questions, thoughts, ideas and vocabulary.  

 

In F/1/2 students have been using their senses to explore and learn about the world around 

them. 
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Students in 5/6 have settled well into the school year. 
Across the classes we have been setting up routines 
for positive learning.   

In writing we are creating writers’ notebooks to help 
us with our ideas. In reading we are exploring the use 
of vocabulary and unpack the use and meaning of 
words.  In mathematics we have been learning the 
purpose of maths games and how to set up our maths 
books effectively. We are also about to begin our 
place value unit.  

Students have settled in very well and are showing 
positive behaviours towards their learning.  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:        

At Riddells Creek PS we offer instrumental music lessons in piano, drums and guitar. We hope to resume violin  

lessons once we have found a violin teacher as Louise was unable to continue teaching this year. 

The music lessons are one on one with a private teacher during school time. Our instrumental teachers communicate 
with and send invoices out to the families of the children learning an instrument.  

There are instrumental forms in the foyer outside the office if you wish your child to learn one of the above instru-
ments. 

The program is available to students from grades 1 to 6. Prep students can start the program from term 3. 

 

Brigid Krohn, 

Performing Arts teacher   



 

 FEBRUARY 2023 

15 Foundation Free Day 

21 Whole School Picnic 3.00pm - 4.30pm 

22 Foundation Free Day & District 
Swimming 

 MARCH 20232022 

6 Foundation - Grade 2 First Aid Incursion 

7 Division Swimming Melton 

13 Labour Day Public Holiday 

20 Foundation RACV Safety Squad Visit 

21 Twilight Cross Country 

 APRIL 2023 

6 Term 1 ends 2.30pm 

Lunch orders & Ice Cream 

Fridays 

Please note that any 

transactions for The Hungry 

Goose Canteen, including ice 

cream Fridays - the Qkr! cut off 

time is 9am   

Late orders can NOT be taken 

and orders can only be made 

                  through Qkr!  

 
 
 
10th Feb - 5/6A   10th March - 3/4A 
17th Feb - 5/6C   17th March - 3/4B 
24th Feb - 56B   24th March - 3/4C 
3rd March - 5/6D   
  31st March - School Captains 

 

2023 Victorian school term dates 
 

 

2023  Start Date     Finish Date 
 
Term 1 27 January     6 April 
  (students start 30 January)    
Term 2 24 April     23 June 
Term 3 10 July     15 September 
Term 4 2 October     20 December 

“No Hat ,  No P lay”  

RCPS is a  SunSmart school. 

Students must wear their school hats from Jan-April 

(Term 1) & October - December (Term 4) 

Hats can be purchased via  

Qkr! for $14.50   

FIRE SEASON REMINDER   

RCPS is registered as a BARR School  

(Bushfire At Risk Register) & in 2022/23 
fire season  

will be closed on  
Code Red Days 

On severe/extreme days please adhere to 
your personal fire plans. 

LUNCH CLUB FOR STUDENTS 

WE HAVE INTRODUCED A VARIETY OF LUNCH 
CLUBS AT SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS.  

CLUBS AVAILABLE ARE: 

  MONDAY - BOOK CLUB/LIBRARY   

  TUESDAY - LEGO    

  WEDNESDAY - CHESS 

  THURSDAY - MUSIC 

  FRIDAY– NETBALL 



 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and 
fun 

activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 

background and their outcomes. 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how 
the world works 

while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. CSEF is provided by the Victorian Govern-
ment to assist 

eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also 

exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excur-
sions or sporting 

activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

$125 for primary school students - $225 for secondary school students 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the website below. If you applied 
for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances. You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 

• new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings com-
mencing this year. 

FINANCIAL HELP WITH STUDENT TRANSPORT (CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE) 
 

Families in rural and regional Victoria can get help with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest school or campus. This is 
known as the conveyance allowance. 

The conveyance allowance is available to students travelling by: 

° public transport, private car, private bus or to students whose nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus. 

The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not intended to cover the full cost of transporting 

children to and from school. 

 

WHO CAN APPLY 

The conveyance allowance is available to families who meet certain criteria. 

 

STUDENTS ATTENDING A SCHOOL MUST: 

° attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level at which admission is 

permissible 

° be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary 

° reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended 

° be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

° Families can complete an application form and submit it to their school, or the school can complete the form on their behalf. 

 

Forms can be downloaded or are available in Communication Hub in School foyer. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

Commun i t y  News  


