
 

 

From the Principal 

As we reach the half-way mark of the term, it is great to see all students and teachers immersed in 

our teaching and learning program. We have an increased focus on improving student reading this 

term, with teachers providing engaging texts to promote a love of reading. When listening to your 

child read at home, promoting fluency and accuracy will support home-school connections. This 

excerpt from The ‘Big Six’ components of reading (Department for Education and Child 

Development, South Australia) explains the importance of fluency when reading: 

Fluency is not the ability to just read quickly! Fluent reading is the ability to make reading sound like 

spoken language: it is reading with appropriate phrasing, expression and pace. Fluent readers 

understand and make meaning of the text as they read. Core components include accuracy, pace 

and expression, and volume. There is a strong correlation between fluency and comprehension. 

Even highly competent readers will not be fluent when the text contains many unfamiliar or technical 

words that are new to the reader. Fluency demands that the text be at the reader’s independent 

reading level. This is why beginning and struggling readers need simple texts at their independent 

level to build speed and confidence. When children are sent home with books that they can 

‘already read’, they have opportunities to develop appropriate expression, to practise chunking and 

pausing, and, most importantly, to build their confidence. 

On the other hand, reading quickly without attending to punctuation, expression and 

comprehension is not fluency: reading rates should not be at the expense of comprehension. 

 

Twilight Cross Country 

It was fantastic to see so many of our community 

at the twilight cross country on Tuesday. Despite 

the overcast sky and a few spots of rain, our 

students did an admirable job of completing the 

cross country in muddy conditions. The Parents 

and Friends BBQ was a hit, with sizzling sausages 

just what was needed in the cold conditions. A 

huge thanks to all the parents and carers who 

braved the weather to come along and support 

this important event. Lets hope next year we get 

sunshine! 

I must also extend a huge shout-out to James 

Fedoruk for his fantastic organisation of this 

event and to all the staff, who put in an eleven-

hour day on Tuesday. 

 

Community Connections 

I was pleased to be invited to the Riddell Roundup luncheon on Sunday 6th March. Along with our 

Assistant Principal, Amelia, I had the chance to meet some of the amazing volunteers who produce 

the Riddell Roundup, learn about the history of the paper and discover the role RCPS played in 

supporting the newspaper production in previous years.  

It was evident that the volunteers who work tirelessly to publish the Riddell Roundup are passionate 

about our community, and I feel honoured to be included in this event. It also allowed me to think 

about how our school can contribute to our community in a meaningful way, and where our students 

can have a voice and make a difference. 
 

 

 

(Continue on next page) 

 

PO BOX 255 /69-77 Main Rd  
Riddells Creek Vic 3431 

T: 03 5428 7277  
E  riddells.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

W: www.rcps.vic.edu.au 

mailto:riddells.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.rcps.vic.edu.au


 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Mobile phones and smart watches 

During COVID-19, students became accustomed to using mobile phones and smart watches at a 

much more frequent rate than usual. The Victorian Government and Department of Education have 

very clear guidelines that schools are required to implement. These are outlined in the Mobile Phone 

policy, which is available on our website. 

Students who bring a mobile phone to school are required to hand it in to the front office upon arrival 

at school, and can collect it after school. The school has a Department of Education-supplied safe to 

store the phones in, and students can not access them during the day. Where a parent needs to 

contact their child during school hours, they can contact the office on 4528 7277 and the office will 

pass the message to the student. 

We are currently reviewing where smart watches with phone or messaging capabilities fit in regard to 

the Department of Education requirements, and will update the school policy and share this with the 

school community as soon as the information is known.  

 

Shade Sail Grant 

We are excited to announce we have been successful in obtaining a Department of Education grant 

of up to $25 000.00 to install a shade sail/ bespoke shelter outside the new Melaleuca building. This 

shelter will provide a shaded outdoor learning space for our students, and will also provide additional 

protection from the elements for the student lockers.  

The lockers are currently being installed, and the shelter is expected to be built by the middle of the 

year. 

 

Landscaping works 

So much has happened in our courtyard over the 

past two weeks. Work has begun on the pergola 

outside MU1 and MU2, the platform and steps are 

being formed up ready for the concrete pour and 

trees and shrubs have been planted. The courtyard 

is expected to be available for our use in three 

weeks time. 
 

Wishing you a wonderful end to the week, 

Sally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Monday 14th March is a 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

Good luck to the students who 

are representing our school on 

Thursday 17th March at the 

Division Swimming. 

GO RIDDELL! 



 

MARCH 2022 

14 Labour Day Public Holiday 

21 Harmony Day—Sausage Sizzle Lunch. 

Orders MUST be placed via the Qkr! app by  14/03/22 by 9am. 

24 MU1 & MU2 Visit Bendigo Discovery Centre 
School Council Meeting 

25 MU4 & MU5 (Year 4’s) Visit Bendigo Discovery Ctr 

30 MU7 & MU8 visit Immigration Museum 

31 MU5 (Year 5’s) & MU6 visit Immigration Museum 

APRIL 2022 

1 District Cross Country 

7 Whole School Picnic 3:45 - 5:30pm 

8 Term 1 ends at 2.30pm 

25 ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY 

26 Term 2 starts 

27-29 Melaleuca Senior Camp 

MAY 2022 

2 Greater Western Water Education - Preps 

6 Student Free Day 

9 District AFL Boys & Girls 

10-17 NAPLAN Week 

13 Athletics Carnival 

19 School Council Meeting 

27 District Soccer 

JUNE 2022 

13 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

15 District Netball 

23 School Council Meeting 

24 Term 2 ends at 2.30pm 

JULY 2022 

11 Student Free Day TBC - 3 way conferences 

12 Students start Term 3 

AUGUST 2022 

4 School Council Meeting 

19 District Athletics 

 SEPTEMBER 2022 

8 School Council Meeting 

9 District Hot Shots Tennis 

14 District Basketball 

16 Term 3 ends at 2.30pm 

OCTOBER 2022 

3 Term 4 starts 

4 District Softball 

5 School Photos 

24-25 Year 1/2 Camp Weekaway 

27 District Orienteering 
School Council Meeting 

NOVEMBER 2022 

1 Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

14-16 Grade 3/4 Camp Marysville 

DECEMBER 2022 

1 School Council Meeting 

20 Term 4 ends 12.30pm 

Mar 11  MU2 @3pm 
Mar 18  MU1 @3pm 
Mar 25  BU2 @3pm 
Apr 1   BU1 @3pm 
Apr 8   School Leaders ASSEMBLIES 

 

Harmony Day  

Whole School Sausage Sizzle Lunch. 

Monday the 21st of March 2022. 

Our students and Staff will celebrate Harmony Day 
with a whole School Picnic Lunch  

Available items: 

Sausage in bread (gf available) $ 2.50 

Onions and sauce 

Glee fruit juice drink $ 2.50 

Water $ 2.50 

Orders MUST be placed via the Qkr! app by  

Monday the 14th of March by 9am. 

 

Whole School Picnic 
Thursday 7th April  
3:45 - 5:30pm 
BYO picnic to celebrate a great first term of the year. 
Teachers will be around until 4:45pm, however, fami-
lies are welcome to stay later and enjoy socialising 
with each other. We will share the COVID-safe details 
closer to the date, as restrictions and requirements 
may change between now and then. Please remember 
that alcohol and smoking are not permitted on school 
grounds.  



 

 

 

 

What a great night at our Twilight Cross Country last Tuesday 

night. We were very lucky with the weather and are extremely 

thankful to all the families that came down. I would like to 

personally thank James Clarke for supplying all the sound 

equipment which made such a difference with the atmosphere 

and being able to hear clearly. Another huge thank you to our 

parents and friends association for working behind the BBQ and 

handing out the amazing sausages. Lastly, to all the staff and 

students, without you, this event would not run so a huge thank 

you for helping set up / pack up and for just being involved. I 

really hope you all had a great night and I wish all the runners 

that will be going through to the next level all the very best. 
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STUDENT WELLBEING AND ENGAGEMENT POLICY  

PURPOSE The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students 
and members of our school community understand: (a) our 
commitment to providing a safe and supportive learning environment 
for students (b) expectations for positive student behaviour (c) 
support available to students and families (d) our school’s policies 
and procedures for responding to inappropriate student behaviour. 
Riddells Creek Primary School (RCPS) is committed to providing a 
safe, secure and stimulating learning environment for all students. 
We understand that students reach their full potential only when they 
are happy, healthy and safe, and that a positive school culture helps 
to engage students and support them in their learning. Our school 
acknowledges that student wellbeing and student learning outcomes 
are closely linked. The objective of this policy is to support our school 
to create and maintain a safe, supportive and inclusive school 

environment consistent with our school’s values.  
 

To see the full policy please click on the link below: 

Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 

 

 

Ice Cream Fridays 

Please note that any 

transactions for The 

Hungry Goose 

Canteen, including ice 

cream Fridays - the 

Qkr! cut off time is 9am   

Late orders can NOT 

be taken and orders 

can only be made 

through Qkr!  

 

To approve and pay for 

excursions, incursions 

(EVENTS) on the  

Compass App. 

You will see the home 

screen but to see events 

you must go to the menu 

button located in the top 

left corner and choose 

‘open in browser’ 

Lunch Orders are 

available on  

Wednesdays 

Thursdays & Fridays 
Ordering via Qkr! Only (no 

cash) by 9am  

Late orders are not  

accepted by Qkr! 

Qkr! will issue a receipt for 

successful orders. 

 
 

 
 

Our wonderful music program is happening 

again this year; 

We can offer lessons in  

piano, drums, guitar and violin 

There are places currently available for 

students in each of these instruments.  

Forms are located in the foyer.  

(further info regarding fees can be made after the 

form is complete). 

Brigid Krohn - music teacher 

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover 

arrangements and private property brought to school 

Pease note: This is a change to the ‘local excursion’ 

consent formed signed by parent/carers at the 

beginning of the year. 

The Department does not provide personal accident 

insurance or ambulance cover for students.  

• Parents/carers of students, who do not have student 

accident insurance, are responsible for paying the 

cost of medical treatment for injured students, 

including the cost of ambulance attendance or 

transport as well as any other transport costs; and 

• Parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from 

commercial insurers. 

• The Department does not hold insurance for personal 

property brought to schools and it has no capacity to 

pay for any loss or damage to such property. 

https://www.rcps.vic.edu.au/_files/ugd/92bdad_1ba4e3e52b5e438e8d77748f0d15a68b.pdf


 

One of our amazingly talented students is 

currently in America competing in dirt bike 

racing. Mason has been training hard over 

the years for this opportunity and everyone at 

RCPS is cheering him on.  

 

Place Value Games in BU5 

 

We did our part on  

Clean Up Australia Day at Riddells Creek Primary by 

having a whole school clean up. 

 

We have been learning 

about how important it is 

to make sure our rubbish 

is being sorted in the 

correct means and also 

that we are caring for the 

environment by making 

sure that there is no 

rubbish or items that 

don’t belong outside.  



 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE        
 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes. 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works 
while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also 
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 
The annual CSEF amount per student is: 
$125 for primary school students - $225 for secondary school students 

MORE INFORMATION 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx  
 

HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to  obtain a CSEF application form or download from the website below. If you applied for CSEF at your 
child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. You 
only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 

 new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing this 
year. 

 Check with the school office if you are unsure 

Clos ing date to  18 March 2022  

FINANCIAL HELP WITH STUDENT TRANSPORT (CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE)  
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get help with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest school or campus. This is known as the 
conveyance allowance.  
The conveyance allowance is available to students travelling by:  
°  public transport, private car, private bus or to students whose nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus.  
 The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not intended to cover the full cost of transporting children to and from school.  
WHO CAN APPLY  
The conveyance allowance is available to families who meet certain criteria.  
 

STUDENTS ATTENDING A SCHOOL MUST:  
° attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level at which admission is  
    permissible  
° be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary  
° reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended  
° be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria 
 HOW TO APPLY 
° Families can complete an application form and submit it to their school, or the school can complete the form on their behalf.  
° Note: Form 3 Application for public transport travel must include evidence of ticket purchase.  
° Schools then lodge the application via the Student Conveyance Allowance System.  

PARENT APPLICATIONS CLOSE 22 June 2022. Eligibility date 31 January 2022 

Riddells Creek Foodworks 
Easter Colouring 

Competition 
There are four prizes to be 

won! 
Click here to download the 

colouring competition sheet 
and hand your entry in to 
Foodworks by 10th April. 

Prizes will be drawn on 13th 
April. 

(Please write your mobile 
number on the  

back of the entry) 

FIRE SEASON REMINDER   
RCPS is registered as a BARR School 

(Bushfire At Risk Register) & in 2022/23 

fire season will be closed on  

Code Red Days 

On severe/extreme days please 
adhere to your personal fire plans. 

“No Hat ,  No P lay”  
RCPS is a  SunSmart school. 

Students must wear their school hats 

from September till April.  

Hats can be purchased via  

Qkr for $14.50   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fac511a09-ac87-4182-bb44-ce4487bc9d45.filesusr.com%2Fugd%2F9b1e54_5daa3ba34cc6438e9f66450332327583.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cleanne.vandermeer%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc345ca9fd1c0478456bd08d9fa7df63c%


 


