
 

From the Principal 

Welcome back to a chilly new term. I hope you all had a chance to relax and recharge with your families 

over the past two weeks. Our students have returned to school full of enthusiasm and energy, ready to face 

their new learning challenges.  

This week our Year 5/6 students are participating in the indoor swimming program at Gisborne Aquatic 

Centre. Over the next three weeks our Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 students will also take part in the 

swimming program. Our Year 3 and Year 4 students will have the opportunity to participate in an open 

water program later in the year.  

School Social Worker 

We are pleased to welcome Emily Gascoyne to our staff. Emily is our school social worker, who will be at 

RCPS one day a week. The role of the social worker at our school is to work with groups of students on 

specific social skills, support curriculum programs that focus on health and wellbeing, provide professional 

learning to staff about student emotional and social wellbeing, build home-school partnerships focused on 

student wellbeing and engagement, and liaise with Department of Education health professionals and 

external service providers. Emily will not be providing individual counselling to students or community 

members. You can read Emily’s introduction further in the newsletter. 

Vaping 

It has come to our attention that underage vaping has infiltrated our local community. Peer pressure and 

trying to live up to an image is common for students, especially in the upper primary years. We encourage 

parents and carers to have conversations with their children about pressures they may be facing within their 

friendship group, or from people outside their friendship group whom they admire. Approaching these 

conversations from a position of concern rather than from judgement encourages children to open up to 

adults about these kinds of topics, and can establish positive communication leading into the teenage 

years. 

COVID 

As you will know from the ongoing media coverage, we are entering another COVID wave. We will 

continue to follow the Department of Education COVID safety plan to ensure all our staff and students have 

a safe and healthy environment. 

Masks are recommended, but not mandatory, for everyone in Year 3 and above when indoors. The only 

time masks are mandatory indoors is when a student or staff member is a close contact of someone who 

has tested positive to COVID. 

Dress warmly 

As part of the COVID safety plan, we are required to have an external door or window open in every 

classroom regardless of the weather. This promotes air circulation in conjunction with the air purifiers that 

are on in every classroom and learning space. Please ensure your children are dressed warmly, as the 

heaters can only do so much when a door or window has to be open! Additional layers should be worn 

under the school uniform. 

Change to lunch eating time 

 Please note the eating time has changed to 12:50 – 1:00pm. Students in all year levels eat their lunch in 

their classrooms during this time, before heading outside at 1:00pm.  (Recess is 10.40am-11.10am) 

 

Warm regards, 

Sally Curmi 

Principal 
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Welcome Emily! 

 
 

My name is Emily Gascoyne and I am the Social Worker at 

Riddells Creek Primary School. I have been working in schools 

for the past 8 years within wellbeing teams across the western 

suburbs of Melbourne. My scope of practice is encompassed 

within an early intervention and mental health promotion and 

prevention model. My hope is to develop and implement 

programs that are informed by student data and the 

feedback of the school community to enhance the social 

and emotional functioning of students.  

I look forward to getting to know to Riddells Creek community 

and supporting your children to achieve success. 

 Welcome to winter! 
It looks like we will have cold and wet weather for the foreseeable future. 

When not raining, children will play outside at recess and lunch, so please 

make sure your children have appropriate clothing to keep them warm 

when outside. 

 

Now is a good time to check that all outer-wear is clearly named with your 

child’s first and last name, so jumpers, beanies, gloves, scarves and jackets 

can be returned to students and not end up in lost property. 

 

School buildings do not open to students until the music starts at 8:50am. 

Students and parents are expected to wait outside until the teachers open 

the classroom doors at this time. 

Teachers may be at school before this time, however, they are preparing 

for the day and this is their own time without supervision duties. The yard 

duty teachers begin duty outside at 8:45am, and students can be in the 

yard without parental supervision from this time.  

 

UPDATE 

The 

coffee 

van is in 

the 

repair 

shop 

and will 

not be 

back 

until 

Week 3 



 

JULY 2022 

11 Mon 11 - Fri 15 Swimming Program Grade 5 & 6 

18 Mon 18 - Fri 22 Swimming Program Grade 2 

25 Mon 25 -  Fri  29 Swimming Program Foundation 

AUGUST 2022 

1 Mon 1 - Fri 5 Swimming Program Grade 1 

4 School Council Meeting 

19 District Athletics 

 SEPTEMBER 2022 

8 School Council Meeting 

9 District Hot Shots Tennis 

14 District Basketball 

16 Term 3 ends at 2.30pm 

 OCTOBER 2022 

3 Term 4 starts 

4 District Softball 

5 School Photos 

24 Mon 24 - Tues 25   Year 1 & 2 Camp Weekaway 

27 1. District Orienteering 
2. School Council Meeting 

31 Pupil Free Day 

 NOVEMBER 2022 

1 Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

14 Mon 14 - Wed 16   Grade 3 & 4 Camp Marysville 

 DECEMBER 2022 

1 School Council Meeting 

13 Step-Up Day/Year 6 Transition Day 

14 School Leaders Day 

20 Term 4 ends 9am - 12.30pm 

 

Term 3 
 

15 July MU4 

22 July  MU7 

29 July MU8 

  5 Aug MU5 

12 Aug MU2 

19 Aug  BU2 

26 Aug  MU1 

 2 Sept  BU1 

 9 Sept  BU3 & BU4 

16 Sept School leaders at 2pm 

 

The Parent and 

Community  

Committee Meeting 

Dates 
 

 

17th June 

5th August 

9th September 

28th October 

2nd December 

 

Held in School Art room 

at 9am     

 

All Welcome! 

                       Term 3 Swimming Program 

Don’t Forget! 
 

Students wear their bathers under their 

school uniform.  

Please bring a swimming bag containing 

a towel, underwear and goggles.  

All items should be clearly named.  



 

 

Look what  

BU5  

has been getting up to! 

 

“We love our daily fluency reading” 

 

Cold  

&  

windy  

weather?  

No worries!  

It is the perfect time for some jump rope!  

 

Academic Achievement 
 

This year a group of our students in Years 4 to 6 are participating in the Victorian High-Ability Program, where 

they engage in academic challenges to extend and enrich their learning in Math and English. As part of this 

program, the following students participated in the Global Academic Challenge: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of these students, Noah Buckler and Maya Vavallo achieved Credit awards in 

Reading and Mathematics and Caelan Cram and Finn Hewitt achieved Distinction 

awards in Mathematics. All participating students should be very proud of their 

achievement in being selected for the program. 

Paddy O’Connor Noah Buckler 

Caelan Cram Tyson Debrincat 

Huey Douglas Oliver Durling 

Finn Hewitt Destin Howden-Kula 

Charlotte Nightingale Maya Vavallo 



 

 

Family fun with Kimochis   

 
 

Meet Lovey Dove and her baby turtle dove!                                    

We use the Kimochi character named Lovey Dove (and turtle dove) to teach your child about the feelings 

proud, kind, and friendly. ‘Lovey’ is sweet, nurturing, wise and calm. She teaches your child the importance 

of greeting people using their name and a ‘friendly signal’. A smile, wave, head nod or saying hi. 

Lovey Dove teaches us how to create a friendly climate, stay humble and proud, be optimistic and have 

hopeful thoughts. 

 

This week’s coaching tip to support your child 

Eye contact: looking at the eyes of others when listening and speaking. 

Friendly signals: use gesture and words to convey friendliness, eye contact, head nod, smile wave and 

high five. 

 

Coach Friendly signals during daily activities help us to  

• Share pride without bragging 

• Celebrate others’ accomplishments 

• Overcome discouragement 

• Move through worried feelings 

 

You can coach by 

• When you and your child are in a new situation decide that you both will make a point of making eye 

contact, smile and being friendly to people you do not know well- make a point of talking about how 

people responded and how you felt about being friendly. 

• Give your child a reminder - ‘I see kids at the park we do not know. How about giving a friendly signal 

when your eyes meet?’ Acknowledge when your child is friendly to others ‘your smile and eye contact 

lets people know you are friendly. 

• Share how you push yourself to be friendly in new situations ‘today at school, I am going to be friendly 

to a few parents I have not met yet - Afterward share your experience. 

• Encourage eye contact by having your child ’talk’ to your eyes rather than saying ‘look at me when we 

are talking’ You can prompt your child by saying, ’Tell mummy’s eyes what happened in the 

playground’. 

BU4 
Learning 

about 
the kind 
feelings 
as part 

of 
Kimochis 



 

 

The Tutor Learning Initiative  

 

The Tutor Learning Initiative is a government initiative introduced in 2021 designed to support 

students whose learning has been disrupted as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

At Riddells Creek we have a Literacy and Mathematics tutor and use our data to identify 

students across the school to participate in the program for six-eight week periods.  

Activities are broad ranging in both content areas and adapted to suit the individual 

students in each group.  

Below is a snapshot of students working both in and out of 

the classroom in Literacy and Mathematics tutoring. 



 

 

Forms are located in the foyer.  

Piano, guitar or drums.  

(further info regarding fees can 

be made after the form is 

complete). 

TAKING 2023  

ENROLMENTS 

NOW! 
Do you have or know of any 

preps starting at RCPS next 

year (2023)? 

Have you/they filled out a 

2023 enrolment form and 

handed it back to the office? 

Please contact the office (or 

ask your friends to) if there are 

any questions and to place 

the child/children's name on 

the 2023 Prep's Name List. 

Enrolment forms can be 

picked up from the office or 

downloaded from our 

website  www.rcps.vic.edu.au 

 

 

HEADLICE 
 

 
 

Please see the link ‘Treating 

and controlling headlice’ 

While children are at school 

many families will have 

contact with head lice. The 

information contained here 

will help you treat and control 

head lice. 

Payments for excursions,  

incursions and camps 

 
As schools get back into the swing of things in a (hopefully) 

non-lockdown year, procedures and processes need to be 

reinstated and shared with the community. When organising 

events that involve costs, such as excursions, incursions and 

camps, teachers need to meet the requirements of the 

venues in regards to final numbers and invoice payments. To 

ensure the school can meet these requirements, we set a 

payment cut-off date that is included on the permission 

note. Once this date passes, we confirm final numbers with 

venues/service providers and organise payment to them. 

Late payments can not be accepted, as the venue, 

provider and school close off the systems based on 

payments received and confirmed attendance numbers. All 

notes with payment due dates are sent out via Compass. 

http://www.rcps.vic.edu.au/
https://content.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files/collections/factsheets/h/headlicepam---pdf.pdf
https://content.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files/collections/factsheets/h/headlicepam---pdf.pdf


 

RIDDELLS CREEK NETBALL 

ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

NETSETGO is on again:  
Would you like to learn 

how to play netball?  

Children in Prep to Year 3 

are invited to come along 

to the one-hour sessions 

starting on 11 July through 

to 13 October.  Sessions 

include ball handling and 

coordination skills,  

games and lots of fun.    

Enquiries:  Flo 0408 360 128, 

Nicole 0418 312 776 or  

Marlene 0438 504 279. 


